272                  History of Education
ered. One can hardly estimate the extent and the value crt
their learning until the content of these liberal arts is noted
Geometry, for example, always included the rudiments oi
geography; astronomy included physics; grammar included
literature; rhetoric included history. The actual extent to
which the literature of the ancients found any place what-
ever under grammar and rhetoric is a question to v.-hich very
diverse answers are given and which is very difficult to decide.
Isidore and Cassiodortis knew Greek and possessed a small
library of Greek classics; but during the following century
the knowledge of the Greek language almost disappeared
from Western Europe. It is believed that this knowledge
was kept alive throughout the entire Middle Ages by the
Celtic monks of the British Isles; but, while a general knowl-
edge of Greek was undoubtedly preserved there much longer
than on the continent, it only in rare instances survived these
centuries of the dark ages. Alcuin had some knowledge of the
language, but little of the literature; though some of his pred-
ecessors and successors had more. Even the indirect knowl-
edge of Greek literature, through Latin translations or rather
summaries or extended references by such writers as Boethius
was very meager, as, indeed, was that of Latin literature
Some of the writings of Virgil and of Cicero were well known
For the most part, however, monasteries possessed but very
few of the works of classical authors. In the book list of the
library of York, Alcuin mentions Boethius, Pliny, Aristotle,
Cicero,Virgil, Lactantius, Lucan, Donatus, Priscian, together
with all of the important Church Fathers and several minor
Latin authors. It is stated, moreover, that this catalogue
shows the library at York in the eighth century to have been
greater than that of any other in either France or England
until HJ late as the twelfth*century. The extensive use ot
the pagan literature in the monastic schools at St. Gall during
the tenth and eleventh centuries has been mentioned (p. 256),
and in many monastic records, the mention of their possession